
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

POTENTIAL SOURCES OF HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS 
Hazardous materials or hazardous material sites can be gen-
erated from the activities described in Table 54. 

Table 54 
Activities and Associated Hazardous Materials 

Potential Hazard Examples 

Hazardous materials 
associated with historic 
and active mine 
operations 

• Acid rock drainage 
• Chemicals associated with 

processing ore or used in 
laboratories (ie. cyanide) 

• Explosives such as dyna-
mite, ammonium nitrate, 
caps, and boosters 

• Heavy metals 
• Asbestos 

Military operation • Unexploded ordinances 
• Aircraft wreckage 

Illegal dumping • Unauthorized landfills 
• Dumping of barrels or 

other containers with haz-
ardous substances on pub-
lic land 

Illegal activities • Drug Labs 
• Wire burn sites 

Spillage of hazardous 
materials 

• Materials spilled from 
overturned trucks or train 
cars 

Oil and gas activities • Hydrogen sulfide gas 
• Oil spills 

Facilities on public 
land either federal or 
private (under a right-
of-way) 

• Leaky underground stor-
age tanks 

• Asbestos 
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